lan M Packham

Freelance travel writer — Africa specialist
& public speaker

Bylines: Bradt, Fodor's, BBC Travel,
Independent, The i

email: ian@encircleafrica.org

web : encircleafrica.org
socials: @ianmpackham

linkedin: ianmpackham



https://encircleafrica.org/portfolio/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ianmpackham

ACCREDITED MEMBER of the Ei

BRITISH GUILD OF TRAVEL WRITERS

About

lan is a UK-based multi-award nominated
freelance travel writer and public speaker.

Specialising in African destinations, his travels
in Africa total 40 nations and over two years on
the road.

His interests on the continent include off-beat
destinations, adventure, history, culture, food,
wildlife, sustainable travel and conservation.



Finalist, Inspire Global Awards 2026, Consumer magazine feature of the year (print/online) The Caribbean,
February 2026

Shortlisted, Specialist Travel Writer of the Year — Region, for my Africa specialism, Travel Media Awards
2025

Shortlisted, ANTOR Travel Writer Award 2025

Finalist, Inspire Global Awards 2025, Consumer magazine feature of the year (print/online) Africa & Indian
Ocean, February 2025

Finalist, Inspire Global Awards 2025, Consumer online feature of the year Africa & Indian Ocean, February
2025

Finalist, Travel Blog Post of the Year, British Guild of Travel Writers Members’ Excellence Awards 2023

Runner-up, National Geographic Traveller's travel writing competition, Issue 17, May/June 2013



Feature bylines

TITLE FORMAT MARKET TOTAL REACH
BBC Travel Online Worldwide 7.3m monthly reach

The i Print & online UK/worldwide 734,000 daily
Beau Monde Traveller  Print UK 1m annually

Writing samples

The Walserweg Gottardo: A new trail tells the story of Switzerland’s forgotten people

Morocco or Egypt: Which Should You Pick?

| visit the Peak District at least once a month — here’s how to do it without a car



https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20240806-the-walserweg-gottardo-a-new-trail-tells-the-story-of-switzerlands-forgotten-people
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20240806-the-walserweg-gottardo-a-new-trail-tells-the-story-of-switzerlands-forgotten-people
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20240806-the-walserweg-gottardo-a-new-trail-tells-the-story-of-switzerlands-forgotten-people
https://www.fodors.com/news/news/should-i-visit-morocco-or-egypt
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/uk/england/visit-peak-district-car-free-walks-bus-train-b2539280.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/uk/england/visit-peak-district-car-free-walks-bus-train-b2539280.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/uk/england/visit-peak-district-car-free-walks-bus-train-b2539280.html

Press trip case study

WHERE DURATION

Comoros 8 days, 7 nights
GUEST OF ESTIMATED TRIP COST
Intrepid Travel £4,300 / USS5,360

COVERAGE RESULTING FROM TRIP (cannot be guaranteed)

* The Indian Ocean’s secret paradise, 800 word full-page colour spread with images, published online as The
winter sun wonder you probably hadn't thought to try, The i

* Seek and ye shall find, Travel Africa, Edition 104, May — July 2024

* The Perfume Isles, Selamta, September-October 2024

* The Indian Ocean’s best kept secret gives Seychelles a run for its money, Jetsetter, Autumn 2024

e My first group tour in 25 years had me fall back in love with travel, New Zealand Herald, April 2025

ESTIMATED EQUIVALENT ADVERTISING SPEND
£50,990 / USS$66,163


https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/travel/comoros-winter-sun-rare-wildlife-white-sand-beaches-2755134
https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/travel/comoros-winter-sun-rare-wildlife-white-sand-beaches-2755134
https://selamta.ink-live.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=f585527f-ffa8-4a4b-ba7b-9b566c2c64f7
https://selamta.ink-live.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=f585527f-ffa8-4a4b-ba7b-9b566c2c64f7
https://view.publitas.com/artemiscomms/js-autumn-24/page/76-77
https://view.publitas.com/artemiscomms/js-autumn-24/page/76-77
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Public speaking

lan has shared his tales of motivation and adventure with large and enthusiastic audiences across the UK,
from secondary schools and travel clubs to the Royal Geographical Society (RGS)’s London headgquarters and

The Travel Stage of London’s annual Destinations Fair. .

-



https://www.rgs.org/geography/online-lectures/mahaweli-challenge-sri-lanka-s-longest-river-on-f/
https://www.rgs.org/geography/online-lectures/mahaweli-challenge-sri-lanka-s-longest-river-on-f/
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